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ВАР 


TERROR 


HEH, НЕН! І SEE YOU GOT UP ENOUGH NERVE TO BUY ZALES FROM THE CRYPT AGAIN’ WELLI WON'T DISAPPONT 
YOU YOU'LL GET YOUR FAIR SHARE OF SHAKES AND SHIVERS, BELIEVE МЕ” REA0Y TO BEGIN? 6000° NOW LIE BACK 


ON THE MARBLE SLAB,PULL THE SHEET UP OVER YOUR HEAD, ANO I'LL TELL YOU THE FIRST STORY! IT'S 
HARRY GOROONS STORY TOLD IN A/S OWN WORDS! НЕ GALLS 1T 


ВАТТ INAY DELE ШЕКУ/, 





FIRST FOUNO OUT THAT [WAS GOING ОЕАР WHEN 
І VISITE OUR FAMILY ODGTOR J HAO GONE ТО 
НІМ BEGAUSE ОҒ A PAINFUL EARAGHE 


ТМ SORRY, HARRY! І KNOW Т ARE YOU SURE, DOC- 
WHAT THIS WILL 09 TO TOR? GAN'T YOU OO 
YOUR GAREER THE BYMP- Д ANYTHING? OPERATE 2 
TOMS ARE UNMISTAKABLE * 

IN A MONTH ОК 50 YOU 

WILL BE STONE DEAF” 














WENT ТО МУ WIFE JOAN! L THERE MUST BE 
TOLD НЕЯ WHAT THE DOCTOR HAD | [SOWE TWINGE THEY 
САН СОЎ 60 SEE 
HOW COULD Û |IPECHALISTS! 
МАКЕ SURES 





Ано THEN IT GAME! THE ТНЮК, HEAVY SILENCE? I 
маз STONE РЕАРУ 1 WALKED Ui А WORLD OF STILL 
NESS! THE TRAFFIC, THE CROWDS, THE ORCHESTRAS 
JN нюнт CLUBS... ALL SILENT? І HAD ТО LEARN TO 
SORRY, HARRY! WE'LL p SAY? 
HAVE ТО ФЕТ ANOTHER Д 
ға STARS 





Е COURSE! I RECOGNIZED Ў YOU сан SEE? 
тоу MME DIATELY! 


WELL WELL, 
IT'S 8000 ТО SEE You! DEAF! І CAN'T HEAR 
YOU! DID YOU SAY MY 





THE WHOLE STORY... 
OUT ABOUT HIM THROUGH 


GOOD LORD” | JOHNS EVES GLEAMED YELLOW iN T HAD DIFFIOULTY READING JOHN'S 
THE DIM LIGHT OF HIS ROOM/THEY | |LiPS, BUT 1 MANAGED TO UNDERSTAND 
1 WERE THE EVES ОР А GAT. ENOUGH OF WHAT HE SAID TO GET 
за. с: 
Я YOURSELF? 5 ANOTHER EX-BLINO MAN HE'S 
А YOUR EYES... А GENIUS! НЕ OPERATED ON 
ME(GAAFTED THESE CAT'S 
EYES! AND NOW. Т CAN 


‘WHY OON'T YOU GO 
JOHN. RESTORE MY HEARING „А SEE HIM? ILL GIVE 
boy THE SAME WAY? You His HE SHOP WAS IN A DARK AND WINDING GACK STREET 
СА ADDRESS. IN THE SHABBIEST PART OF THE GITY” THERE WERE 
STUFFED ANIMALS IN THE DUSTY WINDOW, 
—— 


JOHN SAID НЕ WASN'T А 

DOCTOR.. ВИТ... THIS. THI 

LOOKS LIKE A ZAA/DERMISTS: 
EHOP? 


І WENT IN A LITTLE SELL TINKLED BEHIND AGURTAINED 
ODOR АТ THE REAR OF THE SHOP7THE ODOR OF STALE- 
NESS AND DEGAY HUNG HEAVILY ON THE AIR‘HE САМЕ 
FROM BEHIND THE CURTAIN‘ HE WAS TALL AND DARK. 


1 SEE ВУ THE WAY =: Кы: 
YOU WATCH MY LIPS YOUR AUDITORY NERVES АЛЕ 
Ву À FRIEND” YOU... HELPED J THAT YOU ARE DEAF! Т 3 PARALYZED! I WILL HAVE ТО REPLACE 
НІМ TO SEE AGAIN! I COME INTO THE BACK”, ian YOUR WHOLE HEARING SYSTEM 


[THE REAR OF THE SHOP LOOKED LIKE AN АСОНЕМЗТЗ 
NIGHTMARE” THERE WERE BOTTLES AND JARS ОҒ 
[VARIOUS GOLORED LIQUIDS AND POWDERS! BUT IN THE 





WHAT DO YOU НАМЕ / T PROPOSE TRANSFER- 
IN MIND? RING THE AUDITORY 
‘SYSTEM OF A BAT INTO 
YOUR BODY... 


WHEN І CAME OUT OF THE ANES- 
THETIC, I LOOKED ABOUT f HE WAS 
STANDING OVER МЕ! HE STARTED} 


TO SPEAK... 


EATHE DEEP, МА. ОЛСОМ? 
2 - 


АН YOU IMAGINE THE SENSATION? HAVE YOU EVER 
TURNED A RADIO UP FULL 044577 THAT'S WHAT 
EVERYTHING SOUNDED LIKE ТО МЕ AS I MADE MY 
WAY HOME f WHEN I OPENED THE DOOR I HEARD JOAN'S 
VOIGE f SHE WAS UPSTAIRS ОМ THE PHONE. 


І THINK НЕ JUST САМЕ IN! I'LL 
НАМЕ ТО HANG UP NOW, DARLING? 
GOODBYE, DEAREST? YES... ОҒ 

COURSE І LOVE YOUY Г 


HOW DO YOU FEEL? 


YES! THE 247 9 AUDITORY SYSTEM 15 UNIQUES 
IF 6 EXTRA-SENSORY IF THE OPERATION 15 А 
SUCCESS, YOU WILL BE ABLE ТО HEAR BETTER 
THAN YOU DID ФЕКОЛЕ YOU LOST YOUR HEARING. 


His VOICE SLAMMED INTO MY 
ҮТ WAS HARSH AND LOI 


TO tT, MR GORDON! | CERTAINLY 
h HOPE sof 


P 


І COULDN'T BELIEVE IT! JOAW...AND ANOTHER 
WAN! I DECIDED HOT ТО TELL JOAN ABOUT МУ 9000 
FORTUNE... ABOUT MY HEARING BEING RESTORED! I 
WANTED TO WAIT... TO FIND OUT MORES THAT NIGHT, 

I COULDN'T SLEEP? I GOT DRESSED AND WENT FOR 

А WALK 


FUNNY! Г HAVE ты) 
STRANGEST FEELIN 
LIKE І WANT TO’ 
SCREAM... 





Т GUESS I WALKED ALL NIGHT! WHEN І SLIPPED TO THE FLOOR! I wà 
|2 RETURNED, JOAN WAS GONE? SHE IN A CLOSET! Г HAD FALLEN 
HAD GOTTEN А JOR SINCE I LOST ASLEEP HANGING UPSIDE DOWN 
MY HEARING AND MUST HAVE LEFT FROM THE CLOTHES POLE 2 -- 


WHAT. ..WHAT 5 MAPPEN- 
ING ТО МЕ? 


Í STAGGERED INTO THE BATHROOM AND LOOKED 
SELF IN THE МАЛО NEEDED A SHAVE BADLY, 
THERE WAS SOMETHING ELSE 


HAIRS BAIR GROWING == اا‎ WHAT ТИЕ. 2? А MEM- 
ON MY FOREHEAD.. MY қ ФЛАМЕУ А MEMBRANE GROWING 
FINE ӨЛЕ! AGROSS МҮ ARMPIT. 


Î DRESSED QUICKLY AND RUSHED ТО MY FRIEND His ROOM WAS DIMLY ЦТ? HIS FELINE EYES GLOWED WITH 
JOHNS HOUSE , ; JOHN, WHO HAD FIRST RECOM- AN EERIE YELLOW LIGHT! HE LAY IN А GORNER, WHITE， 
MENDED THE STRANGE SHOP WITH ITS STILL PIOKED-CLEAN BONES ABOUT НІМ? HIS FACE WAS COVERED 
TRANGER PROPRI GETTING DARK areata 
STRANG| ОРМЕТОМ! IT WAS — as 


Pa ЫБЫКЕ NSP OA AUTH OUT МІ GET AWAY FROM МЕ, BEFORE TELL МЕ! TELL MEF 


115 700 LATE! І. ТЫ AN 
юл 
м 
А 
„М“. 


CET OW: 
QUICKLY ANIMALS 
> p= 
Г. 


AAA 








IT'S THAT HORRIBLE FIEND! Н 

SOMETHING TO МЕ” THESE ARI 

HE'S GIVEN МЕ? THEY'RE THE EVES OF A 
PANTHER f AND... Y...GAN'T HELP MYSELF? 
1...1 HAVE AN INGESSANT URGE ТО..А7// 7 


THAT EXPLAINS 
MY FALLING ASLEEP 
HANSING UPSIDE DOWN 
IN THE CLOSET... THE GREY 
HAIRS ON MY FACE... THE 
MEMBRANE SROWING ACROSS 
MY ARMPITS” L... I'M 


не W's Тоо 
LOOK АТ МЕУ LOOK? тм LATE, донн! 
EVEN BEGINNING TO LOOK (а 
LIKE А PANTHER! DON'T Е! 
20 то HIM, HARAY? DON'T... 


АМО ТНАТ NIGHT, AS I WALKED THROUGH THE BLACKNESS, Г 
BEGAN TO UTTER SHORT SHRILL SHRIEKS! АМО Е LISTENED FOR 
THE SHRIEKS TO ECHO BACK! I WAS UBING THE ВАТ'5 RADAR- 
LIKE DEVIGE FOR TRAVELING THROUGH THE DARKNESS’ WHEN 


1-1 БОТА 208, 
JOAN NIGHT WORK е 


NIGHT? САМ YOU UNDERSTAND 
МЕ? WHY DID YOU STAY OUT 
ALL NIGHT? Ç 


IF YOU LIKE, JOAN! | 


XIM TIRED f [°M 
GOING ТО BEOY 


А LARGE INSURANCE POLICY 

$15,000” HE TOOK IT OUT 

WHILE НЕ WAS ACTING ANO 
MAKING GOOD MONEY? 





COULDN'T BELIEVE MY EARS? RU#HED DOWN THE STAIRS AND 
и WERE PLANNING то MUM- | | OUT THE DOOR BEFORE THEY 
=: шит DER ME f I GOT DOWN FROM THE | | COULD STOP М 
YERE PREMIUM CLOTHES POLE AND SLOWLY Е: 
15 DUE NEXT MONTHS OPENED THE DOOR IY was МАЛТУ? НЕ 
= MUST HAVE HEARD 
GOT ТО GET AwAYf 


US! HE'LL 60 TO 
GOT ТО GET AWAY < THE POLICE! 


FROM THEME 


Joan's LOVER GAME AFTER МЕ? THE SIDEWALKS 
WERE DARK AND DESERTED! T..RAN..UTTERINA 
LITTLE SHRILL HISH- PITCHED SHRIEKS! THEY WARNED 
МЕ OF FENCES, DEAD-ERD ALLEYS, AND BLIND 


KARRY? IT'S NO USES 
гы ФЕТ You... 


Î PASSED МҮ CLAWED HAND OVER MY AOE IT МАВ | ПТ STOPPED RUNNING! THERE WAS NO NEED ТО RUN ANY 

| OWER LIP HUNG... { LONGER? I KNEW WHAT 1 HAD ТО DO? JOAN'S LOVER 
HEN І GET YOU,HARRY | Í GAME UP TO ME, LEERING f THEN, HiS EYES WIDENED IN 
TLE ALL хо HORROR! 2 SPRANG АТ ڪي‎ = 





CHALK! TWO PUNCTURES TRICKLED 
CLARET ON HIS NECK! НЕ WAS DEAD! 
р рю YOU GET HIM, 
I HAD DRAINED HIS BLOOD... ; cua HARI 
WHAT., WHAT'S 


т...гм NOT... 
JUST AN = W HAPPENED 
ORDINARY 2 Же] | то Your 


НЕ Lay SPRAWLED GROTESQUELY I'm А VAMPIRE BATS FAIRLY FLEW BACK THROUGH THE 
ОН THE COBBLESTONES.__WHITE AS STREETS TO MY HOUSE BACK TO 
ғ Я JOAN... [= 


274 











NOW, I'VE GOT TO 90 AWAY. 
AND MIDE... 


I FOUNO A PLAGE ANICE QUIET PLACE ТО НОЕ! IT'S IN THIS 
COFFIN, IN THIS MAUSOLEUM! WHAT DID І DO WITH THE BODY 
THAT OCCUPIEO IT BEFORE Z CAME ? OH, I BROUGHT IT ТО 


МОНИ... МУ ЕРГЕНОТ НЕ МАОЕ SHORT WORK OF И! 





HMMPHY NOW THAT YOU HAVE SEEN DULY BORED БҮ 
THE CRYPT "KEEPER'S FAIRY TALE, ELL TELL YOU 
А HORROR STORY COME CLOSER AND БАТЕ INTO 
THE SUSSLINS CONTENTS DF МУ CAULDRON! GAZE DEEP 
AND SDON YOU'LL SEE THE FIROT SCENE OF А CHILLING 
YARN І GALL... 


LIVING 


LESTER JEROME AND ARNOLD MANNING HAD SEEN 
CLOSE FRIENDS АМ. THROUGH THE YEARS AT MEDICAL 
SCHOOL” THEY HAD STUDIED TOGETHER, AND GRAD- 
ЧАТЕО TOGETHER? THEY HAD EVEN INTERNEO TO- 
GETHER AT THE SAME HOSPITAL? THEY HAD DONE 
EVERYTHING TOGETHER! ANO, TOGETHER, THEY HAD 
FALLEN IN LOVE WITH THE SANE GIRL. 
C'MON LAUNE” MAKE Y WHY NOT . 


UP YOUR MIND! 80TH OF 
LESTER OR МЕ? 


SAY, THAT'S 
NOT A BAD 
IDEA WE'LL 
BOTH TAKE 
HER TO THE 

MOVIES, 


YES? LESTER AND ARNOLD HAD SEGUN THEIN MEDICAL] 
CAREERS TOGETHER’ SUT SOON, THE N то ORIET 

тё THEY MEGAN ТО DIFFEN ON 7720/25 OF 
MEDICINE 


THE MAJORITY OF /LL- 
MESSES ARE NOTHING 


Н” LESTER, YOU'RE 
AMAD ан ILLNESS 15 
AN ILLNESS AND 


MIND? THEY АВЕ 
PSYCHOLOGICALLY уб 


INCUNREDY “е 





AND 30, LESTER JEROME AND ARNOLD MANNING CAME 
ТО А GROSSAOAD AND EACH WENT ІН A DIFFERENT OME: 
TION LESTER TOOK THE PATH OF РЗҮОНОЗОМАТІС 
MEDICINE. ., THE TREATMENT OF ILLNESSES THROUGH 
THE MIND, WHILE ARNOLD TOOK THE PATH OF 
SURGERY. ..THE TREAT- 
MENT OF ILLNESSES BY 
SCALPEL, NEEDLE, AND 
PILLS? AHO LAURIE... THE 
GIRL THEY BOTH LOVED... 
STOOD BETWEEN THEM, 
TRYING TO MAKE UP HER 


Laurie AND LESTER BECAME ENGA8ED? THE MONTHS 
WENT RY AND THE WEDDING DAY DREW WEAR! АЗООТ А 
WEEK BEFORE THE EVENTFUL DAY, LAURIE BECAME 

AY SICK! SHE WAS RUSHED TO THE HOSPITAL. 
HERE, LESTER! HERE ARE THE MIGHT, YOU 
K-RAYS! LOOK Por YOURSELF | SAY! WHAT ARE 
SHE HAS А TUMOROUS GROWTH Д HER CHANGES, 
ON HER HEART! AN OPERATION 

MIGHT SAVE HER LIFES 


I'W IR CHARGE HERE, 


THEN, ONE DAY, ARNOLD MANNING, THE SURGEO! 
RECEIVED А PHONE CALL FROM LAURE! НЕ WENT ТО 


SAY THIS, ARNOLD, BUT. WELL.. 
LESTER HAS ASKED МЕ ТО 
MARRY HIM, AND I'VE 
AOCEPTEDS I'W.. 


Т.Г CANT TELL, LESTER! 
MAYBE ONE СНАНСЕ ІН 
тен! ITS А VERY 
DELICATE OPERA- 


THEN Г WON'T ALLOW 
You то PERFORM /77 
I'LL SAVE NER THROUGH 
PSYCHOSOMATIC MEDICINE, 


YES! BUT THERE'S STILL 7/47 


ООСТОЯ JEROME 
ТНЕВЕВ RO TIME 


OHAHCE! I'M ORDERING THE 
OPERATION! Г BHALL PERFORM 





BUT LESTER OION'T GET HIS 1 COULO HAVE SAVEO HER” Т1 Dp ALL ) VOZ YOU 60040 
CHANGE! THE HOSPITAL BOARD 160010 HAVE SAVED HER HAVE LISTENED TO 
YOTEO HIM DOWN, ANO DOCTOR 1F YOU HAD GIVEN ME THE f ЖЕ” зит WOFYOU'RE 
ARNOLO MANNING PERFORMEO THE |  ОКАМСЕ/ YOU A/LLEO А SURSEON LOPER- 
HER, MANNING? YOU AND ATEZ GUTITHAT'S 
YOUR SURGERY! 


WELL, I'LL SHOW YOU, DOCTOR Y PERHAPS, DOCTOR 
MANNING? SOMEDAY, I'LL JERONE’ PERHAPS..| | ВЕСАМЕ А WORLD FAMOUS SURGEON, WHILE DOCTOR 
CONVINGE YOU THAT 1 МАБ вит L DOUBT ит" LESTER JEROME REMAINED AN OBSCURE PSYCHOSOMA- 


NOTHIN? JUST HYPHOTIZES 
YOU... PSYOHOANALYZES NOU... 


ONE бау, WHILE DOCTOR ARNOLD MANNING WAS 
FORMING A ROUTINE OPERATION, 
L. GASP „САМ HIS ASSISTANT TOOK OVER WHILE THEY CARRIED 000- 
SEES EVERYTHING TOR MANNING ОИТ OF THE OPERATING ROOM TO А 


16 GLURREO!T-TAKE 





VES! IT LOOKS LIKE... Phere, росток мам- | 
А BRAIN TUMOR! 


REGAINED GONSGIOUSNES: NING! LOOK AT THESE 


LOOKED AROUND, 


YES,DOGTON MANNING! THOSE = 
ARE YOUR X-RAYS! LIKE THIS, АМ DEATH IN TWO MONTHS AT V AND..OWE CHANCE IN 
IMMEDIATE OPERATION |THE MOST,DOGTOR MANNING! J TEN THAT THE OPER- 
15 MMPERATIVE OR 


J SUCCESSFULLY PER- 
г FORM ITS 


HEE, HEE” D'YA GET HIM, DEAR READER? HE'D RATHER 
DIE. PRETTY STUBBORN WASN'T НЕ? WELL, HE 
CHANGED нв мно” DOCTOR MANNING THOUGHT IT 
OVER REAL HARD, 


1..ГМ HERE 4 
ç WELL, WELL’ THE FAMOUS SUR- 1. PROFESSIONALL 
THAT A TUMOR GROWTH Ñ Ш | сон. DOCTOR ARNOLD MANNING’) DOCTOR JEROME” 
GAN ВЕ CONTROLLED BY. % AND TO WHAT DD 1 OWE THE, 
Ее 


JEROME? НЕ CLAIMS 





СОСТОЯ LESTER JEROME STEPPED ) | 50! TNE SKEPTICAL DOCTOR 


ASIDE ANO DOCTOR ARNOLO MANNING 


WHY SHOULDN'T I LAUGH, ARNOLD? 


ENTERED THE NEAT WHITE OFFICE! Î SOMATIC MEDICINE АЗ 


ONCE INSICE.NE EXPLAINEO ТО 
СОСТОЯ JEROME THE REASON FOR 
NIS VISIT? OOCTOR LESTER JEROME 
LISTENED OUIETLY,ANO TNEN.. WHEN 
DOCTOR MANNING HAO FINISHED 
BURST OUT LAUSNINS f 


YOU WILL NOT OIE, 
WNAT WNATIFISHOULO D/E JARNOLD! ІЗІ SEE 


WHILE UNCER YOUR NYPNOTIG To THAT! 


TRANCE: LESTER? 


PENO ЯНИЕ TOU Ake IN TAE КҮРКЕ 
ARNOLO YOU WILL NOT DIEZ REMEMBER! YOU 
WILL NOT DIE... te _ سے‎ 


A LAST RESORT, ЕН? NOW, 


YOUR LIFE 13 AT STAKE... YOU COME 
RUNNING WELL . I CANNOT 

YOUf IN РАСТ, IT WILL GIVE МЕ 
GREAT PLEARURE ТО PROVE 





THEN YOU WILL AWAKE! DO YOU 


UNDERSTAND 


YOUR SUBCONSCIOUS MIND 
REMAINS HYPNOTIZED f YOU 
ARE FREE ТО GOf OOME 
BACK IN TWO DAYS! 





HEY PULLED ARNOLD FROM BENEATH THE GAR THE FRONT! 
WHEELS HAD PASSED OVER НМ! HE WAS IN А СОМА. 
F SOMEBODY 6 x 

AN AMBULANCE! 


iy 


A 2) 
HEEL 
HIS HEART HAS 
STOPPED BEATIN: 
НЕ 


THERE IT 
15 AGAIN? 
A DISTINCT 

MOAN 





HEN оостот MANNING DID MOT 
RETURN ТО СОСТОЯ JEROME'S OFFIC 
IN TWO DAYS, LESTEN INQUIRED 


AND ALTHOUSH HE 15 

DEAD, НЕ MOVES... 

GROANS НЕ DDES 
нот DECAY I 


MANNING REMAINED ЇН THE SAME CONDITION! THEN, ONE 
DAY, THE HOSPITAL. SUMMONED DOCTOR LESTER JEROME.. 


DOCTOR MANNING GAME TO МЕ? 
HE ASKED МЕ TO CURE A TUMON 
BY МҮРМОТ/ SM? 1 PUT HIM IN A 
TRANCE AND ASSUNEO HIM THAT 
НЕ WOULD WOT DIE WNILE 

№ THIS HYPNOTIG STATES 
30..НЕ CANNOT OIE UNTIL 

T RELEASE HIM NOR WILL 

НЕ DEGAY он TAKE ON ANY 

OF DEATH'S CHARACTERISTICS 


ARNOLD MANNING 


YESTERDAY, ПОСТОЙ MANNING REGAINED GONSOIOUS- 
NESS! WE X-RAYED AND FOUND THAT HIS CEREBRAL 
TUMOR HAS ALMOST ENTIRELY DISAPPEARED! HIS 


HEART STILL DOES МОТ BEATS 
HE ASKED FOR YOU? HE (3 
IN TERRIFIC PAIN! 


ОООТОВ LESTER JEROME HAD UTTERED THE WORD "LAURIE ,THE WORD 
THAT WOULD RELEASE ARNOLD MANNING FROM HIS HYPNOTIC TRANGEAS 


LESTER JEROME SMILED AT THE WRITHING: 


YES, ARNOLD! YOU'VE BEEN 4 
DEAD FOR ALMOST THREE —S 
MONTHS! I'VE KEPT YOU FROM 
DECAYING THROUGH HYPNOSIS! | 
YOUR TUMOR 15 ФОНЕ, ТОО” 
YOU SEE... Z GOULD HAVE 


` — — 
НЕЕ,НЕЕ! ЗО ARNOLD FINALLY CAUSHI 


ФР WITH HIMSELF! WHAT WAS LEFT 
OF HIMSELF, ANYWAY! WELL НОМ 
LONG CAN A DEAD МАН FIGHT OFF 
ФЕСЯХ, ЕН? IT’S BOUND TO WEAR 
YOU DOWN SOONER OR LATER! ОҒ 
COURSE WITH ARNOLD IT HAD ТО MAKE 
UP FOR LOST TIME! TOO BAD ARNOLD 
DIDN'T LISTEN TO LESTER, ANYWAY f 
MAYBE HE WOULDN'T HAVE MADE SUCH 
2 А MAIS OF 
HIMSeLF''BYE, 


THE GATHERED DOOTORS WATOHED, HORRIFIED, ARNOLD FELL BACK LIMPLY 
ОН THE SED! HIS SKIN SHRIVELED, AND TURNED FROM PINK TO BLUE ТО 
А SICKENING BROWN f НІС EVES SUNK DEEP INTO HIS HEAD! THEN THEY 
ВЕСАМЕ HOLLOW BLAQK SQOKETS! THE FLESH..ROTTED AND STINKING, 
FELL FROM HIS BONES! ЗООМ, THE BED WAS COVERED WITH NOTHING 
BUT А SEETHING,OOZ ING MARS OF PUTRID AND DECAYED FLESH.. 





OH, ВУ THE WAY! IF YOU WANT А PHOTO 
OF МЕ IN THE FLESH, READ THE CRYPT- 
KEEPER'S CORNERS 


He patted the gun-holster at his side; 
it reassured him and he pressed on 


through the matted undergrowth of | 


the jungle. It couldn't be much further, 

he reflected » according to the map 

the site was a mile east ol the River 
| of Doom. 


Imagine those idiots, back іп Рог! 
Au Prince, he chuckled,as he hacked 
his way forward Isn't it just 

| Haitians. . lalling for every VooDoo 
story they heat! They're positive that 

| а fortune in jewels is hidden in this 
crumbling dump, yet no one has the 

| guts to trek through the jungle after 
it, just because there’s supposed to 
be adeadly curse on the house where 
the stuff is hidden! He patted the 
heavy revolver at his side once again. 
His gun would take care of any curse 
careless enough to try to keep him 
Гот getting his hands on that trea- 
sure! Let the Haitians beware of the 
curse they dreaded the gun at 
his hip made him safe lrom this out- 
landish VooDoo superstition! 


The clearing opened with unex- 
pected suddenness in front ol him, 
and under the dripping centuries-old 
trees he saw the dilapidated house 
they had described to him It was 
ghostly, with that vapor seeming to 
rise from its sides, he thought, moving 
cautiously toward the sagging lront 
door and into the dank building He 
froze in his tracks immediately.Some- 
one was seated in a chair in the 
center of the Шоог, staring off into the 
murkiness of the room. Quietly, tak- 
ing great pains not to make a sound, 


t like these | 


| he drew the revolver from its holster, 
took aim and fired, at point-blank 
range. 

Three shots rang out, and he smiled 
grimly as he moved toward the 
crumbling cabinets along one of the 
walls. He wasn't considered a dead- 
shot for nothing! He hadn't expected 
to find anybody sitting here and 
guarding that fortune in jewels 
but he had taken care of whoever it 

| was, anyway! The curse be damned! 


The cabinets were full of sparkling 
| jewels . . . there was a king's ransom 
tucked away in this hovel, his lor. the 
taking! Suddenly the floor creaked 
-behind him and he whirled, his hand 
gripping the revolver. The chair ın 
which һе had left his victim.. it was 
empty! And by the glittering light ol 
| the gems he could see that there was 
no pool of blood where there should 
have been опе! His head moved 
slightly as he slipped the safety catch 
on his revolver and he saw approach- 
ша... slowly, ominously, as if there 
wasall eternity to accomplish its task 
.. а being with the bloodless look 
of something long dead! Twice he 
fired the gun, almost convulsively ... 
and still the creature kept advancing, 
never wavering, never altering its 
funereal pace! 


In the next instant the truth burst 
in upon him in a wave of panic. This 
curse he had heard whispered about 
at Port Au Prince... it was one of the 
Walking Dead! THAT was why no 
опе would accompany him on his 
trek they knew that bullets were 
pathetically useless against one of 
the dreaded creatures! 


And now the curse was reaching 
out and touching him, and a chill 
such as he had never before lelt was 
moving down his body, It was all 
over, he knew, in his last moment of 
consciousness! He had been claimed, 
body and soul, by a ZOMBIE! 





HELLO, AGAIN, YOU LI 
I GUESS YOU'VE BEEN EXPECTANTLY 
WAITING FOR THIS LATEST TALE FROM 
MY PRIVATE COLLECTION OF HORROR) 
STORIES! WELL, HEH,HEH I WON'T 
DISAPPOINT YOU! THIS TIME TLL 
TELL YOU А TRULY REVOLT/WG YARN, 
SO GET A STRONG HOLD ON YOUR 

STOMACH! HEH! I CALL IT 


SCENE THE HOME OF OUNGAN 
REYNOLDS? TIME: MIDNIGHT! 





‹.ОЧ6НТт TO GO TD BEO 


WEY? WHAT THE? HOW THE DEVIL НО I 
| GET WERE? LAST THING 1 REMEMBER, 
OH, WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? I WAAT 
TO ЗЕ HERE! SOMETHING TELLS ME 1 
7 SHOULD БЕ НЕВЕ! 


A RESTAURANT? ТМ IN LUGK? 


I HOPE IT'S STILL ОРЕМ FOR 
BUSINESS! p 





YES, SIR? Y SIZZLING HAMBURGERS. 


THAT. THAT BACON FRYING! 
IM... I'M 80 HUNGRY? SO 
= поа alee THE SMELL. 
UOH WHAT А ааа 
SICKENING ODOR’, ME СИ, 


С 


HEH’ HEH! POOR DUNGAN‘ HE WANTS SO .- EVERYTHING SEEMS 50 
MUCH TO ҒАТ SOMETHING... ONLY HE _, GOCKEVED ТОМЕНТ"Т..1 
DOESN'T KNOW WHAT IT /2 THAT НЕ OUGHT TO 60 HOME, BUT 
WANTS ANYWAY, HE STUMBLES OUT SOMETHING... SOMETHING 
INTO THE STREET AND SPENDS SEVERAL / WON'T LET MEST... 
MINUTES THERE, REGAINING НІЗ GANT CONTROL MYSELF.. 
д COMPOSURE... 


{GLA-ACK}JUST THE THOUGHT OF THAT 
COOKED FOOD SIGKENS МЕ! VOHT. 4 
NEVER HAPPENED ТО МЕ REFORE: 
HMPF! LAST TIME TLL EVER GO 


LIKE ГМ... GOING 
INTO 7847 RESTAUR... ” ТО PASS OUT... 


AN T UNDERSTAND 
THAT COOKED 





BLACKNESS GLOUDS HIS EYES AND MINDf НЕ AGAINST HIS WILL, HE ENTERS THE CEMETERY 
FEELS HIMSELF FLOATING iN A WHIRLING VOID...) | AND GOES FROM ONE GRAVE TO ANOTHER.. 


AND THEN, SUDDENLY, IT 15 OVER... WHAT АМТ DONE? WHAT AM I LOONING 
ü FOR? HAVE I GONE CRAZY? WAIT J THIS 
GRAVES A RECENT ONE f 
TAURANT? AND THIS ج‎ 


SHOVEL HOW DID I GET THIS 


Р 


NOW ГАМОЮ WHY Г HAVE BEWILDERED, IND DRIVEN BY 
74/8 SHOVEL! BECAUSE 1 A FURY HE CANNOT RESIST, 
AVE ТО THIS . THIS jÎ DUNCAN AGAIN AND AGAIN DIGS 
TRAVEL THIS phan NEW J| DEEPER INTO THE EARTHY АНГ HERE IT IST HERE IS 
RAVE 


WHAT I'VE BEEN SEARCHING 
FOR ALL EVENING! 


SuooENLY A SPARK OF REALIZATION SEEPS OH, PLEASES PLEASES DON'T MAKE 
INTO HIS GONGIOUSNESS, . . A REALIZATION OF ME DO /Tf BUT BUTI. WAVE TO .. 
WHAT HE IS ABOUT TO 001 SOMETHING'S FORGING МЕ TO.. .OH-H 


6200 LORD? L. I MUST ВЕ INSANE f I ..I FEEL 0122Ү AGAIN 
WANTING TO . ТО, „НО! NDI DON'T. 





ЕН, HEH” AGAIN THE EMPTY TERRIFYING BLAGK-] ГНЕ STARES, HORRIFIED, AT THE MUTILATED, 
NESS SURROUNDS HIM, АМО WHEN HE REGAINS PARTIALLY CEVOUREO BODY BEFORE НІМ. 
CONSCIOUSNESS... WHA...WHAT ? MUST I. I WED МОТ ТО DO Г 
HAVE PASSED OUT AGAIN! 1..1 FEEL SO THE CRAVING WAS. TOO 
STRANGE! 1...0000 LONO THE „THE OORPSES| | STRONG! 1... WHAT'S 

WHAT HAVE Г GONE? THAT NOISE 


PEOPLE "A GHOWO OF THEY WANT TO ТАКЕ AWAY МУ THEY'VE SEEN М 


HAVE TO 
PEOPLE.. WITH TONCNESS FOOD! BUT Г WON'T LET 


OATH МЕ! 


RUN FASTEN 7 TLL HIDE МҮ 
THEVRE AFTER МЕ... THEM! TLL RUN AWAY FOOD MUSTN'T LET THEM 
COMING THIS WAY 7 i WITH r 
" 


| 


TIRING UNDER THE CORPSE'S WEIGHT AS НЕ AN ETERNITY SEEMS TO PASS, BUT FINALLY НБ 
DODGES AND WEAVES THROUGH THE GRAVEYARD, | | ARM QUIVERS. HIS EVES FLICKER AND OPEN.. 
DUNCAN SUDDENLY TRIPS..AND ALLS WHE. TM BACK HOME.” WHERE...WHERE'S 
THE GRAVEYARD.. THE СОМРЗЕ? OH .I...1 
GET IT NOW! HUH! I'VE BEEN HERE ALL THE 
TIME f MUST HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP! 
I'VE ONLY BEEH OREAMINGS 





Г WHODSH? WHAT A W/S#T- SAY, IT'S LATE? MUST HAVE NOW THAT Í THINK ABOUT Т. | 
MARE THAT WAS! DREAMING DOZED FOR SEVERAL HOURS? THAT DREAM I HAVE ТО 
1 WAS A @HOULFUSHS HOW HO-HUM, GUESS I'LL FIX LAUGH? NEVER THOUGHT 
FANTASTIC! LAST TIME TLL SOME COFFEE AND HIT А 
EVER READ МОЛЛО STORIES THE SACK! 
BEFORE GOING ТО BED! 


THAT'S STRANGE! WHAT ARE ALL THE SHELVES PERPLEXED, DUNCAN OPENS THE REFRIGERATOR 

AND FOOD FROM THE REFRIGERATOR DOING DOOR...AND OUT TUMBLES А AAAT/ALLY 

ON THE TABLE? I DON'T EATEN CORPSES 

REMEMBER PUTTING 
THEM THERE! 





TUNNED BY HIŞ DISCOVERY, НЕ STARES AT HEH? НЕН” HEH! THE MORAL OF THIS TALE IS: 
THE GRUESOME SIGHT ANO SUOGENLY НЕ R © WHO EATS ANO RUNS AWAY, WILL LIVE TO 
A АХ? HEH! ISN'T THAT SILLY? 
THIS CORPSE? 173 THE ONE IM MY WHO EVER HEARD OF EATING А 247 OUNCAN 
DREAM ONLY: ONLY NOW Т KNOW Т.Т CERTAINLY WOULDN'T! IT'S TOO BAD HE TRIPPED 
WASN'T A ОРЕАМ”/7 WAS TRUES I AND FELL IN THE СЕМЕТЕРҮ...ВИТ THAT'S WHAT 
ACTUAL ЕО WHAT I FT TI YN HAPPENS WHEN YOU CARRY AROUNO TOO MUCH 
DREAMED! ITM Ги А GHOULS Ар DEAD WEIGHT? HEH! HEHE 
НЕН” АМО NOW, TLL TURN 
YOU BACK TO MY FELLOW 
у GHOULUNATIC, THE VFT 
Р KEEPER? 





T£ was а diabolical plot! Ralph was ӨШСЕ 


Cora would Dam 


4 


СОВА OLUTCHED HER SHAWL TIGHTLY AROUND HER 
THROAT AND STARED HORRIFIED INTO THE DARKNESS 
OF THE HALLWAY QUTSIDE HER ROOM! RALPH, HER 
HUSBAND, GRASPED THE ARM OF HER WHEELCHAIR, 
STUDYING HER... ЕТ NOTNO RALPH I. T 
WONT BELIEVE IT? 


THE KNUCKLES WHITENE: 
PROTECTIVELY ABOUT HE 


SLIGHTLY АЗ НЕ WATCHED HER REACTION” 
зоне TO WORK iT HAO то! жау 
LISTEH, CORA! LISTEN HIS 

FOOTSTEPS ,,OH THE STAIRS? 


HE'S GOMING ТО AVENGE His 
ФЕЯ, 





TEARS FILLED coma's EYES? THEY | | CORA GASPED! RALPH OHUOKLED | [Аб RALPH WATCHED CORA, HIS 
SPILLED OVER THE ММ OF НЕЯ EYE” | | ТО HIMSELF’ POOR СОВА? ' ONE THOUGHTS WENT SACK ..ВАСК OVER 
LIDS AND RAN CRAZILY DOWN HER MORE HEART ATTACK WILL SURELY | | THE LONG MONTHS TO THE ВЕЙННЯНО! 
CHEEKS? SHE BEGAN ТО 306... KILL HERS; THE DOCTOR HAD IT HAD ALL STARTED AT A COCKTAIL 
HEAVING 3085 THAT WRACKED HER | | TOLO PARTY GIVEH BY HER UNOLE IN 
BOOY АМО SHIFTED HER WHEELCHAR, 
REMEMBER, CORA? 
REMEMBER THE NIGHT WE... 


Ане FRANK! дедо -- — —— - 

YOU САМЕТ WHO'S / / OFTHIS 18 RALPH KEARNS fH! NONSENSE. HOW 00 
FROM НЕМ YORK I TOOK THE / YOU DO, RALPH? T'I 
LIBERTY OF BRINGING Hit on, CORKS UNCLE, ALEX, 
ALONG TO YOUR NIECES WEATHERS YS 9 
PARTYÍ І HOPE YOU < 79 НАМЕ Your 


Вацен SMILED ТО HIMSELF AS НЕ WATCHED CORA SOLE HEIRS ALL OF ALEX WEATHERGY'S WEALTH 4 
SOUIRM IN HER WHEELCHAIR’ YES” THAT WAS МНЕН WOULD ВЕ CORA'S SOME DAY! SUDDENLY IT HAD COME 4 


THAT'S YOUR HOSTESS; 
HEY, СОВА WEATHERBY f SHE WELL, FRANK! YOU'RE SOME 
THE PRETTY ОНЕ. Д GETS ALL 7/5 WHEN < FAL AREN'T YOU GOING. 
= THE OLD GEEZER GROAKS! 
Roy SOLE HEIR. ди 


Li 





THERE was А NOISE BELOW f CORA JUMPED GASPING 
FOR BREATH’ RALPH EYED HER NER CNALK- WHITE 
SKIN NER WRINKLEO FOREHEADS SHE WASN'T PRETTY 

WOT ANYMORE! НОТ AS SNE HAD BEEN WNEN НЕ HAD 
FIRST ASKED. 

ОН, RALPH? DO YOU 

WILL YOU MARRY ME,CORA? I \ REALLY WANT МЕ? 
KNOW WE'VE ONLY KNOWN EACH A 
OTHER A SHORT TIME, YET. 


Nor THAT CORA НАС BEEN SO BAO TO 
LOOK AT BACK THEN! YET, ТО RALPH. 
EXPERIENCEO, WORLOLY, SUAVE 

THE MONEY МАО SEEMED 60 MUCH 
MORE АТТНАСТМЕ . . 





AH, TNE NONEYMOON TNE ORUISE TO EUROPE . ON 
THE OLD MAN'S MONEY... ia 


WHAT А BEAUTIFUL MOON 
TONIGHT! LOVE ME, DARLING? 


WITH ALL MY 
HEART, CORAL 


THE WINO OUTSIDE CORA'S SED- 
ROOM WHISTLED THROUGH THE 
TREES! ANOTHER NOISE. 
ANOTHER GASP! RALPH WATCHED 
HER CLOSELY, SHE WAS BREATHING| 
HEAVIER NOW.. PAINFULLY... 


WHAT WAS THAT, CORA? 
ANOTHER РООТЗТЕР.., 


AGAIN RALPH LAUSNED BILENTLYÍ OORA. .. ALWAYS THE 
PUSHOVER f LIKE NOW. .CRINGING SHAKING! THE SILLY 
POOL f НЕ NAD WANTED NER UNCLE S MONEY.. NOT 
HER... 


OF COURSE, DARLING 
OF COURSE T'LL 
MARRY YOU 了 


Ано THEN THE WEDDING RALPH 
ESPECIALLY REMEMSENED THE 
WEODING f NOW НЕ MAD SLIPPED 


б 





Ано THEN THOGE ROTTEN MONTHS AT THE PLANTS 
WORKING, LIKE ANY OTHER LABORER, IN THE OLD 
MAN'S PLAN) Se, | 


GOT ТО ӨТАЙТАТ TNE 
BOTTOM, SON! SOMEDAY 
THIS PLANT WILL ВЕ 
CORA'S AND YOU'LL 
МАМЕ TO RUN IT 


ОР COURSE, UNCLE 
ALEX? I UNDERSTAND] 
1 WANT ТО LEARN 





(ANTED IT? RALPH HAD HATED IT? HATED EVERY- 
THING ABOUT IT! АМО THEN IT HAD COME TO HIM! THE 
PERFECT SOLUTION... 

DF COURSE’ WHAT А FOOL I'VE 
BEEN! WHY WHY WAIT TILL 
ЕГ THE OLD GEEZER 0/ES ° WHY 
my NOT.. HELP HIM? 


1 CAN'T UNDER- 
ND,CORAIT'LL \ STAND HIS ACTIONS 
FIGHT MY OWA | т REALLY CAN'T! 
BATTLES! > OF MARAYING YOU 


P P) FOR YOUR INHER TANGE! 
af 


А PUSHOVER THAT'S WHAT GORA HAD ALWAYS BEEN! 
AT FIRST SHE HAD VIDLEHTLY ОВЈЕСТЕО, BUT SOON . 
SHE HAD RELUCTANTLY AGREED... 





ALL RIGHT? 
WHY NOT? IT’S YOUA MONEY, ALL RIGHTS 
RIGHTFULLY HE'S OLD? HE'S WE'LL AVL 
LIVED HIS LIFES IT'LL нім“ / 
Y ВЕ EASY... 


2/СФЕР f ACCUSED ME ) HATEFUL 


YES! THE NEXY FEW MONTHS HAD BEEN TOUGH ON 


RALPH” НЕ HAD HAD TO BE DN HIS TOES! CONVINCING 
СОНА WASN'T EASY 


THEN, IN FRONT OF THE MEN, 
НЕ (NSULTED МЕ. CALLED 
МЕ /NCOMPETENT ... 

A WUMSKULL 


он, RALPH, DARLINGS 
IM SO SORRY? 
TLL гы. SPEAN 


YES AND THEN НЕ SAID THAT HED 
OUT УОИ OUY OF HIS WILL 

HE AGCUSED FOU OF 

THE SAME THING... 


THE 


САМЕО ABOUT WAS 


тит A BITTER 4 
HIS MONEY? 


GROTCHETY OLO 
SKINFLINTS 





Ано 50, ONE NIGHT, АВ DLO UNGLE ALEX WEATHERBY 


HAD BEEN STROLLIME NEAR THE POND ON HIS VAST 
ESTATE. -一 Na 


Ј ГАЛЯ 


д 


м 

















THEY HAD PUT HIM, UNCONSCIOUS, Ñ ATER THAT NIGHT THEY HAD THE POLICE HAD GD ME... HAD 
FAGE DOWN IN THE PDND. . GALLED THE POLICE ~ SEARGHED THE GROUNDS- AND 
ТЕЗ HE WENT OUT А ا‎ 
ABOUT THREE HOURS FJ 


WELL,LET'S БЕ 
ӨЗ POOR DLD BINK нім INSIDE 7 
š AGD „АМО HASN'T SLIPPED AND i 
СОМЕ BACK f ВЕЦ. GUESS “ 


Yzs,THEY'D GOTTEN AWAY WITH IT” GORA INHERITED THE 
MONEY BUT SDMETHING HAD HAPPENED TO HERIPERHAPS GHE HAD DROWN NERVOUS... FRIGHTENED SHE'D JUMP 
IT WAS HER GDNSGIENGE BDTHERING HER’ ANYWAYSHED АТ EVERY SDUND! THEN SHE'D HAD НЕЯ HEART ATTACK. 
BEGUN ТО DROOD, LOSE WEIGHT AGE RAPIDLY Skis А SCC woman КАСЕН” 

CORA’ YOU'VE BEEN LOOKING ANOTHER ATTACK WILL 
LY! YOU'VE 607 SURELY KILL HER‘ BHE 
TO FORGET ABOUT IT,00 MUST TAKE IT VERY 

YOU HEAR? EASY. 





та 
rA Р, 
a Seales 


ы 





НЕ WIND SLAMMED А SHUTTER 1 [RALPH SMILED” THIS мент. тнЕ UDDENLY HER EYES SEEMED ТО 


TREMBLING, WAS STARING INTO THE THOUGHT” SHE HEAVED A FINAL 
DARKENED HALLWAY... NOW...ANY MOMENT НЕК POUNDING WRETGHING GASP AND DOUBLED UP.. | | 
7 


НАТЫ МАБ SHAT? HEART WOULD FAIL.. 
ANOTHER FOOTSTEP? HE'S COMING, CORAL 
DON'T YOU HEAR HIM? 
te i (4 
4 ? 4 


4 


ра < 2 
= > == 
‘SUODENLY THERE WAS A SOUND IN THE DARKENED ` 
HALLWAY = 7 7 41% 
Uf ) 
VAC Ех 


THE STENCH OF GRAVE-MOLD FILLED THE ROOM, 
H KEEP Away? | 
KEEP AWAY 
FROM МЕ? < 





НЕ THING МЕЛО HE CLOTHING HUNG IN SHREDS Т LIFTED HIM IN A МСЕ-ЫКЕ GRIP 
ТЕО ARMS РОВ RALPH.. MOVING FROM ITS MASSOT-COVERED LIMBS! | | AND CARRIED HIM DOWN THE STAIRS! 
TOWARD HIM RALPH CLAWED АТ ITS FACE AND THE ODOR OF DECAY BURNED RALPH'S 

PIECES OF DEAD,FOUL-SMELLING | | NOSTRILS AS НЕ STRUGGLED FOR 
FLESH САМЕ OFF IN HIS HANDE AIR... F 


НЕ THING WAS STRONG! TT HELD НІМ FAST! IT STUM- IT STEPPED WTO THE POND...waDING OUT TO THE 
BLED OUT ACROSS THE WELL-KEPT LAWNS AND DOWN MIDDLES THE POND BOTTOM WAS SOFT OUT THERE... 
THE @LADE TO THE PO! ALPH LIKE ФОЮКЗАНО Г RALPH'S SCREAMING WAS WILD... 


М 
АЫ 


THE THING STOOD #1910... THERE IN THE CENTER OF 

THE POND...CLUTGHINS THE STRUGGLING RALPH? SLOWLY, 

THEY BEGAN TD SINK...DEEPER AND DEEPER INTO THE Помн.ромн..инти, ONLY RALPHIE 
HAND REMAINED ABOVE THE SURFA 


Ано THEN, EVEN THAT DISAPPEARED INTO THE MUD? 








